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“I love coming to Japan,” says New Zealand
Region International Plant Propagation Society
(IPPS) member Peter Waugh who, over 20 years,
has flown in once then twice and in recent years
three times per year. He has enjoyed the culture
and history of the places that he has had the
privilege to visit over the years. Also the growers
and nurseries that he has visited.

“Japanese growers have a way of preparing and
dressing plants for sale that is unique in the world.
After travelling world IPPS Regions over the years
I can honestly say the plant quality is tops.”

Peter ‘s love affair with Japan started in 1995. His
background as a Waikato (NZ) florist, grower,
flower auctioneer and a dynamic horticultural
supplies (retail and grower) company servicing the
entire New Zealand market with fertilisers,
containers and chemicals gave him many
opportunities to compare world horticultural
production techniques, especially plant
propagation with those in Japan.

He remembers it very clearly. “I flew into Narita
Airport, to be confronted by the vastness of the
airport and had to wait for about an hour before
Ian Gordon IPPS International President arrived
from Australia. We had to find the hotel for the
night then the following morning find our way
across Tokyo to Haneda airport to catch a flight to
Miyazaki. On arrival we were met by Mr and Mrs
Yamamoto who looked after us till after the
conference. While in Miyazaki he noticed most of
the shops displayed baseball gear and every
second car on the road was big American muscle
cars. He came away from that trip thinking that
Japan was much Americanised.

Later that year 3 members from Japan, Dr Takeda,
Mr Kawasaki and Mr Watanabe, came to New
Zealand conference and talked him into going back
to Japans next conference, after the conference he
was taken to Kyoto, Nara etc. to see the shrines and
temples and the amazing history of Japan and he
was hooked.

It wasn’ t only the horticulture that took his eye.
“The 1000 years old temples are magnificent. DI'Y
retailing and stocking is exceptional,” says the —
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— keen woodwork craftsman who can’ t resist the
huge array of international brands and specialist
tools that are not available in New Zealand.

In the next two years he brought NZ container
plant producers Bruntwood Nursery’ s David
Ogilvy (1997) and his wife Shirley (1998) with him.
“They were very impressed. They were taken with
bonsai growing techniques, had lessons in the art
and went home armed with bonsai books. It was a
valuable experience for them and we were treated
exceptionally well. An extra suitcase had to be
purchased to carry the numerous gift that were
showered upon us said Peter.

In 1999 Peter returned with New Zealand
Nurserymen’ s Association Commercial
Horticulture magazine editor, Bob Edwards, for
the Annual IPPS conference at Tsukuba and field
trips. “I was bonsai-blooded, “says Bob. “The
result: an extended, 4-part, ‘Masters of Bonsai’
series on bonsai production north of Tokyo around
Omiya and an in-depth look at the unique methods
Japanese landscapers use to stake big and small
plants.

He continues ” The Tsukubu conference was a
great opportunity to witness the’” Japanese way’ ,
amazing hospitality, proceedings written in two
languages and the friendships Peter Waugh was
forming with local identities. The IPPS connection
was strengthening too.”

About this time Peter introduced Japan to plant
auctioning as a fund raising method for
conferences. Post conference tours to universities
and growers still produce many memories.

Over the next 15 years (2000-2015) the annual
Japan pilgrimages increased from one to two, then
two to three.

The Japanese IPPS Board invited Peter to attend
meetings first as an observer, then as an advisor.
Soon he was travelling to all Japan IPPS board

meetings and conferences. And at the —
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— International IPPS conferences and Board
meetings he acted as an intermediary between the
IPPS International body and Japan.

Trips extended in length from 5-10 days. Peter
started seeing new parts of the countryside and
tourist attractions. “I never tire of going to Japan. A
typical trip was to arrive two days before the
Conference, spend Friday afternoon at the board
meeting, Saturday at the conference, listening to
the papers and enjoying the conference buffet style
dinner then Sunday participating in the field trips
arriving at the station in the afternoon. A highlight
of this more frequent contact was the introduction
of the Japan/New Zealand student exchange
programme which operated for about eight years.
Japanese students loved working in nurseries
across New Zealand, meeting members and their
staff, seeing the more informal New Zealand
horticulture production and learning new
propagation techniques.

New Zealand students returned home with a
greater appreciation of Japanese lifestyle, scale of
production and Japanese horticultural techniques
finesse, the Japanese garden. The scheme was a
win-win for both countries.

Peter sums up the differences. In Japan expect to
see many small specialist grower operations
(cyclamen. orchid” s bonsai); plants being superbly
‘dressed’ for the market... presentation is the key to
quality plant production and Japanese universities
input into the horticultural industry.

Your horticultural books and catalogues are
glossy, well-illustrated, superb and glossy
productions.

Japan growers have been through tough times in
the last decade, but has slowly been getting back
on track through diversification.

Listing things that have impressed....... botanic
gardens, groundcover, bonsai, orchid, succulent
and cacti nurseries, fruit and landscape tree
production, garden centres, cut flower growers,
rose growers, an agricultural machinery museum,
seed companies like Sakata and Suntory.

There have been many highlights throughout the
20 years that I have been involved with IPPS-], too
many to mention, and I am extremely thankful to
all the friends that I now have in Japan says Peter.
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